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This would be a very good thing, not only
for the families of the victims but for Argen-
tina, if we could actually resolve the cases
of the bombing of the Embassy and the com-
munity center.

Argentina-U.S. Relations
Q. Argentina and U.S. relations were not

always like today. What really changed ac-
cording to you, and when you first perceived
that such a change was underway?

The President. Well, I think in the near-
est term what has changed is that Argentina
moved away from military governments that
oppress and kill its people toward not only
a democracy but a democracy under Presi-
dent Menem that has genuinely reached out
to the rest of the world and tried to open
not only the economy but the society. Even
the debates you are having about the govern-
ment here are evidence of that. So I think
that’s the first and most important thing.

Then I think the United States—I would
hope that this is true; it’s self-serving for me
to say this, but I hope it’s true—the United
States—since I’ve been President, we have
had a genuine interest in establishing a new
kind of partnership with Latin America.
President Roosevelt wanted to do it. He
wanted to be a good neighbor, but the cold
war intervened. He died. The cold war inter-
vened. Things happened. President Kennedy
wanted to do it. He wanted an Alliance for
Progress. But there were difficulties which
made it impossible to have a continuing ef-
fort. And then some of our Presidents just
simply disagreed. They saw every develop-
ment in Latin America as a manifestation of
what was happening in the cold war between
the United States and the Soviet Union.

I saw, as the first President who would
govern completely at the end of the cold war,
an opportunity essentially to go back to the
vision of Bolivar. And we are becoming more
alike, not only because of the globalization
of our economy and the universality of our
communications but because Spanish-speak-
ing Americans are our fastest growing group
and because we share now these values of
democracy and peace and security.

So I think all these things have played a
role. I hope that I have played a role. I was
the first President, I believe, to appoint an

envoy to all of the Americas—Mack
McLarty, my former Chief of Staff. I don’t
think any President has ever done anything
like that before. So I have a person that is
very close to me actually in the region all
the time, knowing the leaders, knowing the
people working with this.

But I think none of it would have been
possible if first you hadn’t had the changes
in Argentina. Because if we are totally at odds
with a country over its human rights policy,
over its political policy, over whether it’s
open to the United States in a genuine part-
nership, then even our ability to lay down
the mistakes we’ve made in the past as a
country would not have made it possible. So
the two things happened together.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:05 a.m. at the
Sheraton Hotel. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Carlos Menem of Argentina
and President Rafael Caldera of Venezuela. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this interview. This item was not received in
time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Japan-United
States Trade Agreement on Access to
Japanese Ports

October 17, 1997

I am pleased that our negotiators have
reached an agreement in principle that will
open trade in Japan’s ports and level the play-
ing field for American shippers. We have
long pressed Japan for a firm commitment
to liberalize trade in its ports, and today they
have done just that. Japan has agreed to pro-
vide an expedited licensing process for Amer-
ican ships entering its ports and to support
an alternative to the port services provided
by the Japanese Harbor Transportation Au-
thority. Those provisions, after the details are
worked out, will allow America’s shippers to
compete and win in the global marketplace.
I want to congratulate our negotiators for all
of their hard work on behalf of America’s
businesses and workers.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.
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Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 17, 1997

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order
12978, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions of significant foreign
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia,
and the unparalleled violence, corruption,
and harm that they cause in the United States
and abroad. The order blocks all property
and interests in property of foreign persons
listed in an Annex to the order, as well as
foreign persons determined to play a signifi-
cant role in international narcotics trafficking
centered in Colombia, to materially assist in,
or provide financial or technological support
for or goods or services in support of, the
narcotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order, or to
be owned or controlled by, or to act for or
on behalf of, persons designated in or pursu-
ant to the order. The order also prohibits any
transaction or dealing by United States per-
sons or within the United States in such
property or interests in property. Because the
activities of significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia continue to threaten
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm
in the United States and abroad, the national
emergency declared on October 21, 1995,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto
to deal with that emergency, must continue
in effect beyond October 21, 1997. There-
fore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency for 1 year with respect to significant
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 17, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:37 a.m., October 17, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Notice on Narcotics
Traffickers in Colombia
October 17, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1997.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause unparalleled violence,
corruption, and harm in the United States
and abroad. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities necessary to maintain
economic pressure on significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia by blocking
their property subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and by depriving them of
access to the U.S. market and financial sys-
tem.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
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